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EVOLUTION AND APPLICATIONS 

PART ONE BY H. L. VAIL JR. 

N.Y. C. S- 337400 Containe r Car, Lot C- 100, 18" x 9" Oval, Red car with Red containe r s . 

The New York Central Oval, reportedly suggested by an 
employee in about 1904, underwent. a seri el of minor 
changes during ita .use until the major design in 1958 
when the col or-: one was designed for use on the "New" jacle 
green cars. This article covers the period up to thi e 
change. The original herald had Roman capital letters 
and was designed in five sizes for the "New York Central 
Lines"andusedas follows on revenue service cars. It 
was, of course, used on other equipment, bridges, and 
as the of fi cial company 1 ogo. 
NYC Lines * 

Super-
Dwg. No. Oval Used On seded Date 
&: Date Size By 

V-1353Z 8"x 9" ) Flat Care, Contain- Elimi- 11/35 
3/4/07 ers, Container Cars nated 

V-13367 8"x 1 Z" Z) Flat Cars &: Spe- V-50300 ll/Z5/35 
5/11/05 ci al Flat Care 

V-13147 Z81/4" X 3) Self Clearing Hopper V-50Z99 11/35 
or 19 1/S" Gondola, Double 

X-13147 Deck Stock 
1/31/05 

V-13333 36 11 X Z4" 4) Singl e Deck Stock V-50Z9~ 11/35 
11/lZ/04 

Z-13341 48 3/8 11 X 5) Box and Auto Box Z-50Z9"l 10/30/35 
circa 3Z 1/Z" 
lZ/04 

Notes: 
1) All cars painted black, except Container Cars for 
LCL containers, Lot C-1 00, which were red. On the red 
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cars, the background of the "Oval" was painted black. On 
container cars, Lot C.l 01 and C-1 OZ the cars were painted 
black, the containers were red, except for refrigerated 
containers, which were whit e. 

Z) Flat Cars, and Speei al Flat Cars with higher side sills 
used the lZ" high oval. All cars were painted black. 

3) All "Self Clearing" Hopper care, Gondola cars and Hop
per Bottom Gondola cars painted black. Double Deck 
Stock cars painted red, with the background of the oval 
painted black. The Double Deck Stock cars had the panel 
on which· the herald was painted mounted on the upper part 
of the car side just below the eaves. 

4) All Single Deck Stock Cars painted red with the background 
of the oval painted black. These cars had the panel on 
which the herald was painted mounted about half way up the 
car side, and was 1 arger than the panel on the Double Deck 
Care. 

5) All Box and Auto Box cars painted red, with the back
ground of the oval painted black. It must be noted that on 
a double door car, that if the 1 eft hand door of the car 
would have covered the reporting marks (NYC etc, and 
Numbers) with the door open then the lettering was re
versed, that is the herald was placed 1 eft of the doors 
and the reporting marks to the right. 

In 1935, the Oval was re-designed with the word "System" 
replacing the word "Lines". The lettering was the same 
Roman Style. The 18" x 9" size was eliminated. All cars 
built or re-built for revenue service then had the New York 
Central System herald as follows, beginning in November 
1935. 



A new class "A " shay awaits delivery to a building contractor from Lima Locomotive Works 

L . E. 8c W. No. 67, 34' Flat Car, Painted black with 18 11 x 12 " Oval. Smithsonian Institution Collection 

N. Y. C. 499023 Well Car, Painted black with 18" x 12" .Oval. 

NYC System 
* 

Black Super-
pwg. No. :;ize Background eeded 

Date Used On 

V-50300 18 11 X 12 11 Flat Cars, Contain- . Elimi- 10/14/55 by 
ers, Container Cars nated circa V-55732 
Special Flat Cars 3/44 

'v-50299 28 l/4"x Self Clearing Hopper Eliminated 9/7/55by 

8/16/35 19 1/8" Gondola, Dbl. Deck circa 3/44 X-55873 
Stock 

V-50298 36 3/8"x Single Deck Stock 8c Eliminated 9/7/55 by 
32 1/2 11 Dbl. Deck Stock with circa 3/44 X-55873 

large Letterboard 

Z-50297 48 3/8" Box 8c Auto Box Eliminated 8/19/55 by 
x ·8 1/2 11 3/2/44 V-57621 

Up to the end of 1942 or early 1943, all cars were painted 
as before. That is, F-lat, Special Flat, Gondola, Hopper and 
Container cars black; Stock Cars, Box and Auto Box were 
red; and Cement Cars were light gray. At this time, the 
paint scheme was changed, with all cars being painted "Box 
Car Red" except Cement Hoppers, which remained 1 ight 
gray. There were some of these, however, which were also 
painted red. The background of the Oval was painted black 
on all, except the gray Cement Cars, which had black let
tering and body color behind the herald. 
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On March 2, 1944, a change was made eliminating the 
black background from the Z-50297 (Box Car Size) and the 
rest at about that time. Since this was "war time" this 
may have been done initially to reduce the time, 1 abor, 
and material expense of painting the background, ;,hich 
would be considerable when you remember the black had to 
dry before the white went on. 

Certain few exceptions to the Box Car Red cars occur, 
including the Pullman Standard PS-1, 40 ft . c.ars, which 
had flat black painted ends and underframes . In 1945 with 

t he advent of Pacemaker Freight Service, the 1 arge Herald 
was redesigned with "BLOCK" lettering (as the reporting 
marks were also redesigned with "BLOCK" style) Drawing 
No. Z-55741, and used on these cars .only. The size was the 
same as the standard box car herald. This was used on NYC 
Lot Nos. 737B, 679B (cars 100990-100999) and 848B. 

In 1949, the new steel cabooses were painted red, and a 
newly designed herald used, Dwg. No. N-55873, 9/16/1949, 
size 31- 5/8"x 19 1/4" with Block lettering. This was only 
used on caboose Lots 782 and 778. Thi1r was 1 ater slightly 
modified in size and became drawing X-55873 on 9/7/1955. 
Note the same number. 

In 1955, all "Ovals" were re-designed as follows, with 
Block lettering, and applied over a black background, except 
Covered Hoppers, with body col or background, and black 
lettering as before . 



N. Y. C. 416414 Twin Hopper, Lot No. 387-H (rebuilt), Painted black, 28 1/4" x 19 1/8" Oval. 
Cars in this series were rebuilt from ribbed sides to panel sides in 1936, and were again rebuilt with ribbed sides by 1951 

N. Y. C. S- 300867, 50' Gondola, Lot No. 592-G, Black car with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8" Oval. 
"S" Prefix on road nwnbers was used on some cars in the mid-1920's and early 1930's to indicate "System" use only. Cars 
were not to be interchanged with non-N. Y. C. S. roads. 

M. C. S. - 82000, Box Car, Lot No. 500-B, Red Car with 48" x 32 1/2" Oval. 

5 



N. Y. C. 56000, 40' Auto - Box Car, Lot No. 633-B, Red Car with 48" x 32 1/2" Oval. Note reversed lettering layout 
because u! double door design. 

N. Y. C. S- 23172, Single Deck Stock Car, Lot No. 472-S, Red Car with 36" x 24" Oval. Bob Lorenz Collection. 

In a ddition, the body color of each variety of car was 
changed back to that which was used prior to about 1941. 
That is : Flat, Special Flat, Gondola, Self Clearing Hopper 
cars painted Black, and Stock, Auto Box and Box Cars 
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painted " Box Car Red". Caboose cars still painted 
Car red, and Covered Hoppers painted 1 ight gray. 
Cars painted black. 

Box 
Tan~ 



low2~ No. 

~55732 
tl 

pc-ss873 

!V-s7621 

~-57900 

Oval 
Date Size* 

10/14/55 18 1/2" X 

0 1/2 11 

9/7/55 129" X 

9 3/8" 

5/17/55 154 3/8."x 
137 3/4" 

ll/15/56 ~6 11 X 

24" 

Used On 

Flat, Special Flat, Diag. 
Braced 50 ' Gons. (Lot 532G 
and 524G) 65' HS Gons . 
(Close Stakes) Containers 
& Container Cars. 

Caboose cars, High & Low 
Side Gons, Single Dbl. & 
Adjustable Deck Stock Cars, 
Tank, Self Clearing Hopper, 
and Ballast Cars, Auto Racks. 

Box & Auto Box Cars and on 
repainted Pacemaker Freight 
Cars after 10/28/55. 

Special o:~:iginally for 70T 
outside stake welded design 
triple Hopper. 

Dimensions on 
* Origin;;! NYCS 

Car Department 
drawings were 
given in both feet 
and inches on all 
measurements over 
24" . Inches only 
used here for 
clarity. . . . Ed. 

The Herald designed for the 70T, welded side, out
side staked Hopper Car, Dwg. No. G-57900, was also 
used on some welded side Highside Gondola Cars, SST 
and 70T Ballast cars of similar design to the regular 
Hopper car. In addition, it was used after 1958 on 
some SST Hopper cars re-built at Beach Grove from 
inside stake design to outside stake welded sides .• 

Inl958, the entire color scheme, Herald and 
Lettering, underwent extensive changes. This we will 

cover in a 1 ater article, as well as the NYMX cars with 
"script" lettering in the Herald. 

N. Y. C. 643572, 40 ' Composite Gondola , Lot No. 719-G, Black Car with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8" Oval. 

Wood sides and floors on this series of cars were replaced with steel after World War II 

N. Y. C . 64000 , 50' Auto- Box Car , Lot No . 701-B, Red Car with 48 3/8" x 32 1/2" Oval. Note once again the reversed 
lettering on the double door car. Stenciling on this car indicates that it was used to transport auto bodies, probably for the 
Fi sher Body plant in Cleveland, Ohio . 
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N. Y. C . 499100, 52' F l at Car, Lot No. 69 0-F, Painted Black with 18 " x 12 " Oval. 
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N. Y. C. 881102, 70 ton Covered Hopper, Lot No. 680 -H, Gray Car with 28 l/4 11 x 19 l/ 8" Oval. 

N. Y. C. 711000, 50' Composite Gondola, Lot No. 723 - G, Red Car with 28 l/4" x 19 l/8" Oval. 

N . Y. C. 499042, 198 ton Special Flat Car, Lot No . 725-F, Paint"ed Red with 18 " x 12 " Oval. 
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----------~~~~---------

N. Y. C. 868000, 55 ton Twin Hopper, Lot No. 759-H, Red Car with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8" Oval. 

N. Y. C . 28000, 40' Convertible Deck Stock Car, Lot No. 757-S, Painted Red with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8 " Oval. 

N. Y. C. 904409, 70 ton Triple Hopper, Lot No . 824-H, Red Car with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8 " Oval. 
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N. Y. C. 70000, 40' Auto- Box Car , Lot No. 760 - B, painted Red with 48 3/8 11 x 32 1/2 11 Oval. 

N. Y. C. 714267, 50 ' - 70 ton Gondola, Lot No. 811-G, Red Car with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8 11 Oval. 

N. Y. C. 500300, 52' - 70 ton Flat Car, Lot No. 828-F, Painted Red with 18" x 12 " Oval. 

N. Y . C. 905100, 70 ton Triple Hopper, Lot No . 868- H, Black Car with 36 11 x 24" Oval. 
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N. Y. C. 883167, 70 ton Covered Hopper, Lot No. 860-H, Gray Car with 29 " x 19 3/8" Oval. 

N . Y. C . 506098, 53 Ft . , 70T Flat, L ot No . 888 - F, Black Car with 181/2 " x 10 1/2 " Oval . 

N. I. F . X . 90 58 with Tri-Leve1 Auto Rack, Red Car with 29 " x 19 3/8" Oval. 
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N. Y. C. 41500, 50' Auto - Bpx Car, Lot No. 857-B, Painted Red with 54 3/8" x 37 3/4" Oval. 

P. & L. E. 16000, 65' - 70 ton Mill Gondola, Lot No. 878-G, Black Car with 36" x 24" Oval. 

N . Y. C. 882322, 70 ton Covered Hopper, Lot No. 843-H, Painted Gray with 28 1/411 x 19 1/8 11 Oval. 
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N. Y. C . 16017, 12,000 gal. Tank Car, Lot No. 831, Painted Black with 28 1/4" x 19 1/8" Oval. 
Used inN. Y. C. System diesel fuel service only. 

N. Y. C. 174317, 40' Pacemaker Box Car, Lot 737-B, Vermillion and Gray with 48 3/8" x 32 1/2" Oval. 

• HERALD 

NYC Linu Her&ld 
All had Bi'a"Ck Background 

Roman Letter-in 

v.tlSJZ 
l/4/07 
LS&.MSI0394 
0/29/06 
V-13367 
5/ll/05 
V-13147 
1/Jl/05 

0< 

18" X 9" 

18" x IZ" 

NYC Syatem Herald 
aame aize aa "Linea'' 

nmo et le Rom-;:;I:;tteri!!&_ 
Super- ~YC Syatem Black 
aeded Dwg. with Blae Baek1 round 

Background Eliminated 

11/1935 Sh.e 
Eliminated 

V-50300 
ll/Z5/35 8/16/35 Circa 3/44 

V-SOZ99 Circa 3/44 
11/35 8/16/35 

Add Special Heralda 
with Block Lett ering Supeneded 
"So~ Color" Bac~round 

10/55 

"~i=-!:!f'<:'~,~r,',----;,.;:;.~. ,::-;-24:::.~. --t;;,l/;r:,>-s:-hvo:.~,;;;ozCO•••--f:c1'1i:;,.;:;.;-,iit7••rl ~:~::~ ~fy~lndow IZ/6/56 
11/12/04 8/16/35 
Z-13341 48-3/8" X 32-l/ Z': 11 30 35 Z-50297 

( l)Cement(Covered) 
Hoppen painted light 
gray. Body color back

. groUhcl Black Letter~&· 

Z-55141 
5/27/49 

Same dze 

( Z) Note a&me number 
Re -de&iJned &liJhUy 
9/7/55. Note dUferent 
dimenaiona. 

For Gondola• 

10/11/55 

NYC Syatem- New llJQck Let
tering, All Black Bac:karound 
except Lt. Cny Covered 
Hoppeu, Body Color Back-
ar<tund and aome P&.LE painted Super-

fR":~~y~~;?l"'-a'l'k'-'B"'a'-"'-"'kao.:••"-o~=•~· ---t~;d::_ 
Syatem She deaigned 
_j1_w ~ 

10/14/55 

(2) 
X-55873 
9/7/SS 

V-57621 
5/17/55 

(3) 
G-'i7900 

excep
tion a 

( 3) Deaigned lor 70T welded ouhide 
stake SC Hopper Cars. Alao 1.ued on 
aome 70T welded atake Gondola Can 
( PlLE etc.) Aho ua.d on aome SST 
Hopp•r C&J'& r•-b11ilt at Beach Gl'ove 
from in aide stake to welded ouhide 
atake ' u5c-d on SST and 70T B&llaat Can 



DIAGRAMS 

LOT 348-F, N. Y. C. 4990Z3- 4990Z4 

LOT 59Z-G , N. Y. C. (S) 300500 - (S) 300999 

LOT 633-B, N. Y. C. 56000 - 56399 

.-+-------4a:~;··INJIPE L£NtiTif 

LOT 719-G, N . Y. C. 643000 - 644099, 

LOT 701-B, N. Y. C. 64000 - 64499 
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LOT 387-H, N. Y. C. 416100 - 416599 CONVERTED FROM RIBBED SIDES TO 
PANEL SIDES IN 1936 REBUILT FROM U.S. R. A. 55 TON HOPPERS 

LOT 500-B, M. C. R. R. ( S) 8ZOOO - (S) 82999 

f.•..,_-+-~-- .n:~i· Tti.ICa(. ~ 

f----s3-tif. OiCJt. s.nu«.•ll• 

LOT 690-F, N. Y. C. 499100 • 499Z99 

t------.JJ-ti /A<PP£ L£Nl!ITN 

LOT 769-H, N. Y. C. 868000- 869999 

LOT 7Z3-G, N. Y. C. 7ll000 • 7ll699, REBUILT WITH STEEJ SIDES BY 7/53 



DIAGRAMS 

LOT 680-H, N. Y. C. 880700 - 881199 

LOT 760- B, N . Y. C. 70000 - 70999 

LOT 725-F, N. Y. C. 499042 

~----~:.JHJ .. T..WCk" c:YNT£R.S 

#:.a· 01"£1? STRIKERS 

LOT 824-H, N. Y. C. 904000 - 904999 

t-- ---•o•- or OVl llt T.&IIK MIUOI 

4&'·"1· OYf.llt lltUa ... l 8 0AII:PS 

1------41'-a• OVlllt ., ••• , •• 

LOT 831-T, N . Y. C. 16000 - 16049, FOR N. Y. C. S. DIESEL FUEL SERVICE 

REBUILT IN 1947 FROM U.S. R. A. SINGLE SHEATHED BOX CARS 

LOT 757-S, N. Y. C. 28000 - 28499, DOUBLE DECK STOCK 

LOT 843 - H, N. Y. C. 882050 - 882649 

1~---.:s-4~ IM OH!)I'£/YD :J/Uj 

.$~;1 • OIIW .3TRirEN.S 

LOT 811-G, N. Y. C. 714100 - 714599 

LOT 828-F, N. Y. C. 500300- 500799 

~ .u!~ · OVEN HUNN/N6 IIOAKIJ5 

~·INSIDE i.EN6TN ·1 f= -~ ;r~ 
.- II#OTN 

~ J!if - ll ~ =r.·~ :s 
~ :ti ~ 

~ . ~ 
r >;. =~ ·~· 

\~ ~. -~.(!" = ~ 
l (t) (+) (t) (t) l llrf ~~- ~~ 
' I SCI: NOT£ NSI I I ~~ 'oj~ 

t ~ 
... . ~ l... ,_, j/O£jll ""'::... _ 5,:,; TRUCK CENT£K5 

""'"" .1tHfj ~YEA' END .S/1 iS e itif~ 
~h/ dV£ ST.Ii'IK£15 

LOT 737-B, N. Y. C. 174000 - 174999 . PACEMAKER SERVICE 
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ST-RR S YMBOL. 

-5 7AR SYMBOL 

PAINT Sri!JJC/~ 

----~ 

-- .. 

LETTERING 
= ·-55 TON 

S.C. HOPPER CARS 

/ ICTION TftUCIC. SPJtiNeS ~ 
'--/SWIVCL COUPLER .:... . . ~ '¥

IW- 'lt'RO T STEEL WH[(LS """'" 

fNS TRl/Cr/O/V P.L ATE 
FO..IPOP CRNT//V<;" NPJ. O.ECK 

LEJTERING 

ADJUSTABLE DECK STOCK 
CAR WITH STEEL ENDS 

i 

i 
I 

/ 
I 

Tl!?i./ST N9 A/110 
a.tf'..V£R,~/P Pi.ATE5 ~·---~~ 

' - --- DEFECT C.4RO IIOLOCR ON BOLSTC.P 
WEB PlA r~ - "Q"~NLJ ONL ) : 

(urs m~, 7~-#-q) 
LE1TERiH~ 

5?.'-6" H.S. GQNDOLA 
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Jou~N~L Box 

~W nUL WHO:La=:·-:=~ 
FRICTION TIUCM IPII'•es=---~ 

-C-"AAf~-G- ~ 
IWIYD. CGUPLIII ::---;q 


